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Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

Jason Nitsch’s longingly beauti ful  rendit ion of  this well-known hymn tune uses

lyr ical  motion and powerful  cl imact ic moments to make a bold statement,

begging performers and audiences al ike to ponder and reflect long after i ts

closing statement .

FROM THE COMPOSER:

It  Is  Well  was written in almost a s ingle writ ing session one Saturday morning in

2021.  As is  often the case,  this melody had bounced around in my head for many

years before I  f inal ly got the “spark”  that told me I  f inal ly knew how I  wanted to

treat i t .  Only very minor edits fol lowed that in i t ial  work produced and the

version that you have here is  nearly unchanged from the or iginal .

The hymn-tune “ I t  Is  Well  With My Soul”  is  one of the most well-known hymns

and melodies of  the last  two centur ies .  The text was written by Horat io Spafford

in 1873 fol lowing the loss of  his four daughters in a shipwreck while crossing

the Atlant ic .  While travell ing to meet his wife Anna,  who survived the s inking,  is

i t  said that he was moved to compose the text in an expression of his gr ief  as

his ship passed over the locat ion of  the accident .  The text was set to the now

well-known melody in 1876 by composer Phi l l ip Bl iss .

While i t  would certainly be appropriate,  and tempting,  to set this beauti ful  hymn

in the most gorgeous of manners,  I  t r ied to capture both the immense sadness

that Spafford must have felt…along with the hopeful  resolve and faith that

resonates within his chosen words.  Even in the midst of  unthinkable tragedy…” I t

is  well ,  i t  is  well  with my soul . ”

DURATION: 6'15"

First  pr int ing,  July 2022

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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